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ARGUMENT 



The Examiner now asserts in the Examiner 's Answer the following portion of Kolling 

for the feature "wherein the amount of bill data included in the email message is based, at 

least in part, on an email address of a recipient" of Claim 1 . See Examiner 's Answer, Page 4. 

The summary section could include a URL or electronic mail address 
for customer access to detailed transaction record. Kolling, Col. 19, 
Line 26-28. 

This is the only portion now asserted by the Examiner to reject the above feature. As is 

readily apparent, the asserted portion does not disclose basing an amount of bill data in an 

email message on an email address, but rather mere inclusion of an email address. 

It is interesting to note that the Examiner in the Final Office Action ignored these 

features. However, the Examiner asserted the following portions of Kolling in rejecting this 

recited feature in the previous Office Actions, which are excerpted as follows: 

A CFI associated with each SGEN delivers each electronic statement to 
the appropriate customer using a customer identifier in the statement 
data and uses any chosen medium. Kolling, Abstract. 

Whereas billers currently use an invoicing system to print statements on 
paper for mailing, the present invention is able to retrieve electronic 
statement data from invoicing system 204 for eventual generation of an 
electronic statement. Statement data 206 sent to biller 102 includes all 
of the data normally found in an invoice or a statement for a particular 
consumer. In one specific embodiment, statement data 206 is 
transmitted in the form of a statement augmented record (SAR) when 
the data is sent from biller 102 to SORG 208 and includes the identifier 
and version of the template that the biller wishes to use in preparing an 
electronic statement for its customers. Typically, a biller will send a 
batch or billing round of statement data for numerous customers all at 
once, although statement data 206 maybe sent for a single customer as 
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well. 

Template authoring workstation (TAWS) 2 1 0 is a computer that may be 
physically located at, or operated by, the biller, the BSP or the BFI. 
TAWS 210 utilizes current off-the-shelf authoring software packages 
and software described herein to create templates that contain the 
biller's processing instructions for displaying statements and invoices. 
A template contains the programmed instructions and graphic pattern 
for statement information to be presented to the consumer and is 
described in more detail below in FIG. 5. Rolling, Col. 9, Lines 34-55. 

Although the above excerpted portions describe "generation of an electronic statement", 

Kolling does not teach or suggest "the amount of bill data included in the email message is 

based, at least in part, on an email address of a recipient" as recited in Claim 1 . Indeed, there 

is no mention whatsoever of a relationship between an email address and an amount of bill 

data in Kolling. Accordingly, Claim 1 and each of the claims that depend therefrom are 

allowable. 

Further, the Examiner asserts that "Kolling provides no restriction regarding a user or 
non-user of a secure system for he [sic] option of including an email address" and again 
asserts Col 1 9, Lines 26-28. See Examiner 's Answer, Page 5. As described in greater detail 
in the Appeal Brief, Kolling is directed solely to users of a system and does not disclose bills 
to users that have not registered to use the system. Previous arguments will not be repeated 
so as not to overburden the record but are still considered relevant and persuasive. 

It should be noted that the Examiner's Answer contains rejections that are not being 
appealed as the rejections do not correct the underlying defects in the rejections of the 
independent Claims. Therefore, inclusion of the rejections is improrper. 
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CONCLUSION 

The Applicant respectfully considers this application to be in condition for allowance 
and respectfully request the Board to overturn the final rejection and that the Examiner pass 
this application to allowance. 

Dated this 30 th day of January, 2008. 



Respectfully submitted, 



/William J. Breen, III, #45,313/ 
WILLIAM J. BREEN, III 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 45,313 

Sadler, Breen, Morasch and Colby, p.s. 
422 W. Riverside Avenue, Suite 424 
Spokane, WA 99201 
Telephone: (509) 755-7253 
Facsimile: (509) 755.7252 
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APPENDIX: CLAIMS ON APPEAL 

Listing of Claims; 

1. A method comprising: 
receiving bill data; and 

generating an email message with information including at least a portion of the 
received bill data, wherein the amount of bill data included in the email message is based, at 
least in part, on an email address of a recipient, and wherein the recipient can be either a user 
or a non-user of a secure email system, wherein no non-user has registered for a service of 
the secure email system. 

2. A method according to claim 1, further comprising: 
sending the email message to the recipient. 

3. A method according to claim 1, wherein the step of generating comprises: 
determining whether the recipient is a participant in a secure email network; and 
constructing the email message to include at least an address of where the bill data 

may be confidentially viewed if the recipient is a non-user of the secure email network. 

4. A method according to claim 3, further comprising: 

constructing the email message to include substantially all of the bill data along with 
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financial Multipurpose Internet Multimedia Extensions (MIME) elements which enable the 
recipient to manage a financial account. 

5. A method according to claim 4, wherein the MIME elements enable the recipient to 
pay all or part of the received bill. 

6. A method according to claim 4, wherein the MIME elements enable the recipient to 
establish and manage a financial account. 

7. A method according to claim 3, wherein the step of determining comprises: 
identifying a domain name from the email address; and 

cross referencing the identified domain name against a list of secure domain names to 
determine whether the recipient belongs to a secure email network. 

8. A method according to claim 1, further comprising: 

receiving the sent email message including at least a portion of the bill data at the 
recipients email address; and 

displaying at least a portion of the message in an inbox of an email client used by the 
recipient to access their email account. 



9. A method according to claim 8, further comprising: 

displaying the email message in the email client of the recipient, upon user access 
of the email message, wherein the email message includes financial Multipurpose Internet 
Mail Extension (MIME) elements that enable the recipient to pay some or all of the received 
bill. 

10. A method according to claim 8, further comprising: 
paying some or all of the received bill by responding to the email 

11. A data network comprising: 

a plurality of computing devices, coupled to the network, to facilitate network access 

by one or more participants; and 

an email server, coupled to the data network and responsive to one or more of the 

plurality of computing devices, the data server including: 

a storage medium to store at least one financial account for each of the 
plurality of participants; and 

a financial transaction manager, coupled to the memory device and selectively 
invoked by a participant, to manage access to and manipulation of financial account 
assets to effect requested financial transactions with any network participant or non- 
participant, wherein no non-participants have registered for a service of an email 
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system supported by the email server. 

12. A data network according to claim 11, wherein the financial account is 
electronically linked to an account of the participant at a financial institution. 

13. A data network according to claim 1 2, wherein the account of the participant is 
one of a checking account, a savings account, a line of credit, and a money market account 
maintained by a banking institution. 

14. A data network according to claim 1 1, wherein the financial account is one of a 
checking account, a savings account, a line of credit, and a money market account maintained 
by a banking institution. 

15. A data network according to claim 1 1 , wherein the computing devices are one 
or more of a personal computer, a personal digital assistant, a kiosk, a telephone and a set- top 
box having sufficient resources to enable the participant to access the data server and utilize 
the financial transaction manager. 



16. A data network according to claim 11, further comprising an email system 
having a plurality of data servers including the data server. 

17. A data network according to claim 1 1 , wherein the data server is controlled by 
a financial institution. 

18. A data network according to claim 11, wherein the financial transaction 
manager selectively transfers assets from a first participant's account to a second 
participant's account in response to a request by the first participant to transfer such assets. 

19. A data network according to claim 18, wherein each of the first and second 
participants are individual consumers, a business, or a combination of each. 

20. A data network according to claim 18, wherein the first participant does not 
have a priori knowledge of the second participant's account information, but identifies the 
second participant from a list of network participants. 

21. A data network according to claim 20, wherein the second participant is 
identified by one of a name, an alias, or an email address. 
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22. A data network according to claim 11, wherein the financial transaction 
manager selectively receives assets for deposit in an account of a participant. 

23. A data network according to claim 22, wherein the assets are received from a 
brokerage at the request of the participant. 

24. A data network according to claim 22, wherein the assets are received from an 
employer as compensation to the participant. 

25. A data network according to claim 11, wherein the financial transaction 
manager prompts a participant for payment authorization in response to a request for payment 
received from a network service. 

26. A data network according to claim 25, wherein the network service is an 
electronic auction service. 

27. A data network according to claim 25, wherein the network service is an 
electronic retail service. 

28. A data network according to claim 25, wherein the financial transaction 
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manager transfers assets from an account specified by the user to an account specified in the 
request to cover the requested payment, upon authorization of the participant. 

29. A data network according to claim 28, wherein the financial transaction 
manager determines whether to honor the participants payment when the specified account 
has insufficient assets to cover the requested payment. 

30. A data network according to claim 29, wherein the financial transaction 
manager utilizes a growing trust model to determine whether to honor the payment when the 
specified account has insufficient assets to cover the requested payment. 

31. A data network according to claim 29, wherein the financial transaction 
manager automatically accesses a line of credit associated with the participant to honor the 
payment when the specified account has insufficient assets to cover the requested payment. 

32. A data network according to claim 31, wherein the financial transaction 
manager notifies the participant of the insufficient funds and that the line of credit has been 
accessed to honor the requested payment. 

33. A data network according to claim 25, wherein the financial transaction 
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manager issues an instruction to have a check issued and sent to an address specified by the 
request, upon authorization of the participant. 

34. A data network according to claim 33, wherein the issued check includes a 
uniform resource locator (URL) address of a web page offered by the data server where the 
recipient can establish an account. 

35. A data network according to claim 34, wherein the check includes an offer of 
free assets, credited to a newly established account created by the recipient of the check. 

36. A storage medium having stored thereon a plurality of executable instructions 
which, when executed, implement a financial transaction manager according to claim 1 1 . 

37. An email system, selectively accessed by users on a data network using a 
computing device, the email system comprising: 

a user interface, through which a user accesses an account associated with the user; 
one or more storage devices, to store and maintain account information for each of the 
users; and 

a financial transaction manager, responsive to the user interface and coupled to the 
one or more storage devices, to manage access to and control assets of user accounts in 
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response to user interaction with the user interface to enable the user to conduct financial 
transactions with another user or non-user of the email system, wherein no non-user of the 
email system has registered for a service of the email system. 

38. An email system according to claim 37, wherein the user interface is series of 
instructions issued to a computing device of the user to create a web page at the computing 
device. 

39. An email system according to claim 37, wherein the user interface is a series of 
instructions issued to an email client executing on a computing device of the participant. 

40. An email system according to claim 37, wherein the financial transaction 
manager selectively transfers assets from a first user's account to a second user's account in 
response to a request by the first user to transfer such assets. 

41. An email system according to claim 37, wherein the financial transaction 
manager causes a check to be printed and sent to another at the request of a user. 
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42. An email system according to claim 4 1 , wherein the check includes an offer to 
create an account at the email system. 

43. An email system according to claim 40, wherein each of the first and second 
users are individual consumers, or businesses. 

44. An email system according to claim 40, wherein the first user does not have a 
priori knowledge of the second user's account information, but identifies the second 
participant from a list of network participants provided by the financial transaction manager. 

45. An email system according to claim 40, wherein the second user is identified 
by one or more of the user's name, alias, or email address. 

46. An email system according to claim 37, wherein the financial transaction 
manager selectively receives assets for deposit in an account of a participant. 

47. An email system according to claim 46, wherein the assets are received from a 
brokerage at the request of the participant. 

48 . An email system according to claim 46, wherein the assets are received from an 
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employer as compensation to the participant. 

49. An email system according to claim 37, wherein the financial transaction 
manager prompts a participant for payment authorization in response to a request for payment 
received from a network service. 

50. An email system according to claim 49, wherein the network service is an 
electronic auction service. 

5 1 . An email system according to claim 49, wherein the network service is an 
electronic retail service. 

52. An email system according to claim 49, wherein the financial transaction 
manager transfers assets from an account specified by the user to an account specified in the 
request to cover the requested payment, upon authorization of the participant. 

53. An email system according to claim 52, wherein the financial transaction 
manager determines whether to honor the participants payment when the specified account 
has insufficient assets to cover the requested payment. 
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54. An email system according to claim 52, wherein the financial transaction 
manager utilizes a growing trust model to determine whether to honor the payment when the 
specified account has insufficient assets to cover the requested payment. 

55. An email system according to claim 52, wherein the financial transaction 
manager automatically accesses a line of credit associated with the participant to honor the 
payment when the specified account has insufficient assets to cover the requested payment. 

56. An email system according to claim 25, wherein the financial transaction 
manager issues an instruction to have a check issued and sent to an address specified by the 
request, upon authorization of the participant. 

57. An email system according to claim 33, wherein the issued check includes a 
uniform resource locator (URL) address of a web page offered by the data server where the 
recipient can establish an account. 

58. An email system according to claim 34, wherein the check includes an offer of 
free assets, credited to a newly established account created by the recipient of the check. 

59. A storage medium having stored thereon a plurality of executable instructions 
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which, when executed, implement an email system according to claim 37. 
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